
Short title and date of operation 

1. This act may be cited as the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, No. 21 of 1982, and shall come into 

operation on such date as the Minister may appoint by Order published in the Gazette. 

Scope of application 

2. 

 (1) The provisions of the rules as set out in the Schedule to this Act shall have the force of law. 

 

 (2) Without prejudice to subsection (1), the said provisions shall have effect (and have the force of 

 law) in relation to and in connection with the carriage of goods by sea in ships carrying goods from 

 any port in Sri Lanka to any other port whether in or outside Sri Lanka. 

 

 (3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4) nothing in this section shall be taken as applying 

 anything in the rules to any contract for the carriage of goods by sea, unless the contract expressly 

 or by implication provides for the issue of a bill of lading or any similar document of title. 

 

 (4) Every bill of lading, or similar document of title, issued in Sri Lanka which contains or is 

 evidence of any contract to which the rules apply shall contain an express statement that it is to 

 have effect subject to the provisions of the rules as applied by this Act. 

 

Modification of article VI of the rules in relation to coastal trade 

3. Article VI of the rules shall, in relation to the carriage of goods by sea in ships carrying goods from any 

port in Sri Lanka to any other port in Sri Lanka, have effect as though the said Article referred to goods of 

any class instead of to particular goods and as, though the proviso to the second paragraph of such article 

were omitted. 

Absolute warranty of seaworthiness not to he implied in contracts to which the rules apply 

4. There shall not be implied in any contract for the carriage of goods by sea to which the rules apply any 

absolute undertaking by the carrier of the goods to provide a seaworthy ship. 

Savings and operation 

5. Nothing in this Act shall affect the operation of any other enactment for the time being in force limiting 

the liability of the owners of seagoing vessels. 

Repeal of Chapter 85 

6. The Carriage of Goods by Sea Ordinance is hereby repealed. 

 

Interpretation 

 

7. In this Act " the rules " means the International Convention for the unification of certain rules of law 

relating to bills of lading signed at Brussels on 25th August, 1924, as amended by the protocol signed at 

Brussels on 23rd February, 1968, and set out in the Schedule hereto. 

 


