MERCHANT SHIPPING NOTICE

Issued by the Merchant Shipping Division, Sri Lanka

Addendum to MSN 01/2010

NOTICE TO MASTERS

A special incident report subsequent to MSN 01/2010 is attached herewith for information and
appropriate action.

23" February 2010

Director General of Merchant Shipping
Merchant Shipping Division

Ministry of Ports & Aviation,

First Floor, Bristol Building,

43/89, York Street,

Colombo-00100,

Sri Lanka.

Fax : 0094-11-2435160
E-mail : dmsmos@sltnet.lk
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To the Officers-in-Charge at the ReCAAP Focal Points

The ReCAAP ISC circulates of a Special Report on the Hijacking of the ‘Aste’. This is
following the Incident Alert issued, earlier far the incdent that oecurred on 6 February
2010 at about 0130 hours {local time) involving a Singapore-registered tug boat, ‘Astd’.
While ‘Asta' was towing barge 'Callistd’ at the area off Pulay Tioman, Malaysia, the Ship
Agent lost communications with the tug boat.

This Special Report is enclosed herewith, which details the important updates on the
Incident, as well as Sharing of Best Practices - the togperation and good information
exchange among the various maritime enforcement agencies.

Thank you.

CC: ReCAAP {S5C Governors
ReCAAP ISC Governors’ Officers

Amy Fang on behalf of the ReCAAP ISC Secretariat,

NOL Building, 456 Alexandra Road, #11-02, Singapore 119962,
E- secretariat@recaap.org

0 - (65)6376 3091

F - (65) 6376 3066

Website at http://www.recaap.org

Thig email {including a4 attachments) covtains information which may be privileged. 1t is intended solely far the identified recipient(s} to whom it is
addressad. If you are not an Intended recipient, please reply to us immediately and delete this message from your system. it may not be Copied, be used
for any purpose, or s contents be disclosed 1o any person. Thank you
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Information Sharing Centre

Special Report
on

ReCAAP information Sharing Centre
456, Alexandra Road, #11-02
Singapore 119962
Tel : (65) 6376 3097
. Fax . (65} 6376 3066
' Web : hitp:/www.recaap.org

The ReCAAP Infoarmation Sharing Centre owns the rop vright of this dogument & s for
internal yse only. No part or parts hareof may be reproduced, distiibuted. republished,
displayed. broadcast. hyperlinked or transtifted in |y manner or by any means or

reproducton of this iaformation, or any part of it is an infringement of the ReCAAP
mfarmation Shanng Centre’s copyright.
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Hijacking of tug boat, Asta and barge, Callista on 6 February 2010

Name of ship . Asta

Type of ship . Tug boat C s

Ftag of ship : Singapore it

IMO number . 0095229 A

GT : 296 , R P
Photogragh courtesy of IFC

Name of barge - Callista

Type of ship . Flat top barge

Flag of ship : Singapore

GT 1 5299

Background

1. A Singapore-registered tug boat, Asta towing barge Callista departed Singapore
for Cambodia on 5 February 2010. At about 0130 hrs (local time) on & February 2010,
the ship agent reported lost communications with the tug boat at position 02° 59.40' N,
104° 00.60" E, off Pulau Tioman, Malaysia. The tug boat had reportedly deviated from
its planned course and was trackex to be heading northeasterly in the South China Sea.

2. There were 12 crew onboard Asfa at the time of the incident, and there was no
cargo onboard the barge. The Asfa was scheduled to arrive at Cambodia on 9
February 2010. The ship owner suspected that Asta had been hijacked and reported
the incident to the Singapore Port Operations Cantral Centre {POCC) who had issued a.
broadcast to all vessels to report sightings of Asfa and Caflista to POCC. It had aiso
notified the MRCCs of Indonesia (BASARNAS), Malaysia (Pulra Jaya), Vietnam,
Thailand (Bangkok) and the Fhilippines.

Update on the Incident

3 The maritime authorities in the region ang all ReCAAP Focal Points were
i’mr?lediately alerted to the missing vessels. In particular, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia
and the Philippines maritime authorities and the shipping community were alerted to be
on the lookout for the tug boat and barge which are likely to be repainted and renamed.

4. Five sightings of the barge, Callista were subsequently raceived from passing
ships from 10 to 14 February 2010. Through information exchange among the ReCAAP
ISC, the Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA), the Information Fusion
Centre {IFC) and the ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore), the Callista was located on 17
February 2010 at 1310 hrs (local time), and recovery was in progress at the time of this
report. It was assessed that the tug boat, Asta was heading nonth-easterly towards the
Natunas Island. The Asta is still missing at this juncture.
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5. On 17 February 2010, the MMEA informed the ReCAAP ISC that a Royal
Malaysian Navy (RMN) vessel spotted a life raft off the Adraiser Reef and rescued 11
crew who are believed {0 be the crew of Asta. One of the crew, assessed to he the
Chief Engineer was missing. According to the rescued crew, the barge was boarded by
eight personne! dressed in dark clothes when their vessels were about 3 nm south-east
of Pulau Tioman at about 0115 hrs (local time) on 6 February 2010. The personnel
armed with rifles and parangs blindfolded the crew and locked them in the cabins of the
Master and Chief Engineer. On 10 February 2010 at about 2100 hrs (local time), the
crew was sat adrift in a life raft. Arrangement by the company to meet the rescued crew
was underway

6. Further analysis of the incident will be carried out pending investigation after
interviawing the rescued crew. Please see map below on the chronological of events of
the incident.
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7. The modus operandi of this incident is similar to the incident invalving tugboat

Prospag T1 also towing an empty barge, the Prospag B1.  While underway in the South
China Sea on 7 Aprit 2000, 12 pirates boarded the tug boat, tied and blindfoided the
crew.  Similarly, the crew onboard the tug boat was set adrift in a fife raft on 13 Aprif
2009 The tug boat, Prospaq T1 and the barge, Prospaq B1 are still missing.
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Shari Practices .

8 The cooperation and good information exchange among the ReCAAP I5C, the

- MMEA, the IFC, the ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore) and the maritime community had

enabled the maritime enforcement agencies to narow down their search area for the
missing barge, Callista, and its eventual recovery.

g Worth commending is the support from the maritime community in reparting
visual sightings of Callista to Singapore’s Port Operation Control Centre (POCC) who is
also the ReCAAP Focal Point (Singapore). The sharing of information with afl the
agencies had enabled the charting of probable scenario of the missing vessels, and
provided updates of the possible whereabouts of the missing barge.

10.  This incident demonstrated the value and benefits of information sharing and
cooperation among governmental agencies, the commercial maritime entity, the
ReCAAP ISC and the enforcernent agencies which lead to the recovery of the Callijsta
and rescue of the crew.

Recommendation

1. Ongoing efforts by the regional maritime authorities are underway to locate the
missing tug boat, Asta. The maritime community are requested to report sighting of the
missing tug boat to the nearest coastal states and port authorities.
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